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County 
City  of      ARKWRIGHT 

Town 

Village 
 Local Law No.    1    of the year 2025 

 

A local law regulating Nuisance Dogs in the Town of ARKWRIGHT  

 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Arkwright 

County 
City  of  ARKWRIGHT 

Town 
Village 

 

 

 

 

 



A.   PURPOSE:  The Town of Arkwright, with intent on respecting the quality of 
life for residents and visitors adopts this Local Law with the purpose of holding owners of 
nuisance dogs responsible to contain their pets.   

B.   EXCLUSIONS:  This law does not seek to address stray dogs who fall under the 
auspices of the Town Dog Control Officer (DCO).  Furthermore, this Law does not apply to 
Dangerous Dogs, as defined in the New York Agricultural and Markets Law, and nothing in this 
Law shall in any way limit the applicability and enforceability of New York Agricultural and 
Markets Law Section 123. 

C. AUTHORIZATION: This local law is adopted pursuant to Section 10 of the 
Municipal Home Rule Law. 

D. DEFINITIONS:  

Owner – any resident or visitor to the Town of Arkwright who has purchased a license 
for a dog or appears to be responsible for an unlicensed dog in the opinion of the DCO.  
An unlicensed dog whose apparent owner denies that ownership will be considered to be 
a stray.   
 
Containment – for the purposes of this law, containment means that the dog stays on 
property that either belongs to the dog owner or a third party that does not consider the 
dog to be a nuisance.     
 
Complainant – a resident or visitor to the Town of Arkwright who issues a complaint 
regarding a nuisance dog’s behavior on property, within the Town, that they either own, 
rent or are visiting with the permission of the property owner.   
 
Nuisance – a documented pattern of troublesome behavior, including but not limited to:  
aggressive actions, property damage, defecation and urination, chasing or harassing of 
pets or livestock, barking, growling or howling while on the complainant’s property.    
 
Reoccurrence – a documented complaint against the same dog within a three month 
period from a previous complaint.   
 
Dog – a member of the species Canis Familiaris.   
 

E.  COMPLAINT PROCESS  

 1. Complaint Forms are available on the Town’s website or from the Town Clerk or 
DCO.   

 2. Once completed, the Complaint Form must be submitted to the DCO, either 
directly or through the Town Clerk.   



 3. The Town reserves the right to not address anonymous complaints.  The Town 
will not share the name of the Complainant with anybody outside of the Town Officers, except 
as required by law enforcement or legal proceedings.   

4. The DCO will keep a file of all complaints to support the escalation process and 
legal proceedings.     

F. ESCALATION PROCESS   

 

Complaint  DCO Responsibilities Maximum Penalty  

Initial  Notify Owner and Discuss 
Containment Plan  

None 

First Reoccurrence Ticket Issued to Appear 
Before the Town Justice 
Court 

The Town Justice may 
impose up to $25 fine 

Second Reoccurrence Ticket Issued to Appear 
Before the Town Justice 
Court 

The Town Justice may 
impose up to $50 fine 

Third Reoccurrence Ticket Issued to Appear 
Before the Town Justice 
Court 

The Town Justice may 
impose up to $100 fine and 
order the DCO to seize the 
dog 

 

Note:  Failure to pay fines may result in additional civil penalties as allowed by NYS Law.   

 

G. SEIZURE PROCESS 

1. If, after the third reoccurrence, the Town Justice feels that seizure of the dog is 
warranted, an order to do so will be given to the DCO. 

2. The DCO will carry out the seizure order and provide temporary boarding for the 
dog.   

3. The DCO may, at his or her discretion, enlist the help of local law enforcement to 
carry out the seizure.   

4. If, after two weeks, no remedy has been provided by the owner, the dog will be 
considered to have been abandoned.  Abandoned dogs will be treated as strays, 
subject to adoption or transferring to other animal control facilities.   A written 
notice will be provided to the dog owner, confirming the transferring of the dog. 



5. The Town expressly assumes no responsibility for any animal who has been 
abandoned after the two week holding period and transferred out of the 
Town’s care.   

H. RECLAIMING A SEIZED DOG 

1. If, in the opinion of the Town Justice and the DCO, the owner has undertaken 
sufficient remedies to prevent any further nuisance reoccurrences, the Town 
Justice may order the DCO to return the dog to its owner.   

2. Before releasing the dog to its owner, the owner is responsible to have paid any 
and all fines accumulated for the dog as well as a boarding fee of $25 (twenty 
five) dollars per day of confinement.  Boarding fees are payable to the Town 
Clerk, Town of Arkwright.  Failure to pay will be considered to be an 
abandonment of the dog.   

3. If the dog does not have a current rabies vaccination, the Town will arrange for 
vaccination and add the charge to the boarding fee.  No dog will be released 
without a current rabies vaccination.   

I. SEVERABILITY.   If any part or provision of this local law is judged invalid by any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such judgement shall be confined in application to the part or 
provision directly on which judgement shall have been rendered and shall not affect or impair the 
validity of the remainder of this Law or the application thereof to other persons or circumstances.  
The Town hereby declares that it would have enacted the remainder of this Law even without 
such part or provision or application. 

J. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This law shall become effective upon the filing in the office of the 
New York Secretary of State. 

 

 

 1. I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 1   of  2025 of 
the Town of  Arkwright was duly passed by the Town Board of the Town of Arkwright on      ______                            
, 2025 in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

 

 

 

(Seal)             
       _______________________________ 

       Clerk of the Town of Arkwright 

       Date:      

 


